

Senate Dems Invest In Fidler

By Liz Benjamin 
February 18, 2012 at 9:57 am
The cash-strapped Democratic Senate Campaign Committee does not appear to be spending anything to help NYC Councilman Lew Fidler in his quest for former Sen. Carl Kruger’s seat, which stands to reason, since the DSCC had $1.78 million in debt and just over $164,000 on hand as of Jan. 15.

But that hasn’t stopped some of Fidler’s potential future colleagues from pouring money into his campaign.

According to the 32-day pre-special election report filed by Fidler late yesterday, contributions from members of the Democratic conference accounted for $38,600 of the $100,811 he has raised over the past month.

Sen. Mike Gianaris, chair of the DSCC, and Minority Leader John Sampson both gave $10,300 (is this the max for a special?), and freshman Sen. Tim Kennedy ponied up just shy of that with $10,000.

Sen. Dan Squadron, Fidler’s fellow Brooklynite, contributed $1,000, as did Deputy Senate Minority Leader Neil Breslin.

Former Senate Majority Leader Malcolm Smith coughed up $500. Sen. Liz Krueger gave $5,000 through her No Bad Apples PAC, which has endorsed Fidler (its first endorsement since its creation last summer).

Even former Sen. Seymour Lachman, who from time to time flirts with a return to elected politics, gave Fidler $100.

Other notable contributors to Fidler include: Lobbyist Jerry Weiss ($5,000), lobbyist and NYC Council Speaker Chris Quinn ally Emily Giske ($500), and SEIU 1199 ($10,300).

As City & State’s Chris Bragg noted, Fidler transferred $25,000 to the DSCC, which might be to take advantage of its ability to get a reduced rate for mailers.

I reported yesterday that despite the confidence of Fidler’s GOP opponent, David Storobin, who said the Senate Republicans would invest “tremendous” resources into his campaign, the SRCC had transferred just $27,000 into his campaign and spent another $40,353 on his behalf.

Fidler has $448,582 on hand to Storobin’s $128,400.

Fidler is favored to win this contest, and despite their considerable financial edge over the Democrats, the Republicans are likely to keep their powder dry on this race unless internal polls show the odds improving for Storobin as election day nears.

GOP insiders note the majority has carved up Kruger’s seat in their redistricting plan, and reason that it doesn’t make sense to spent much money on a district that might not exist for much longer.
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